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, _ Safe Environment: Pat Binninger

2" @ pbinninger@charlestondiocese.org

‘ : ﬁ Pro life Director: Petra Massey

; \;' nothingcouldbefiner@charter.net
Technology Director: Israel Ruiz Vega

Church Office:

864-226-8621/ 864-791-3517

7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Email: officesma@charlestondiocese.org

“Give, and gifts will be given to you.”

- Lk 6:38 Website: sma43.net

Office Hours:

7° DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO  ESy VY,

“Den y se les darad”. - Lc 6, 38
1821 White St, Anderson, SC 29624



The Holy Father’s prayer intention for the month of February 2025
For vocations to the priesthood and religious life

Let us pray that the ecclesial community might welcome the desires and doubts of those young people who feel a call to serve
Christ’s mission in the priesthood and religious life.

Mass Schedule
Sunday: 9 A.M. (English) 12:30 P.M. (Espafiol)
Tuesday - Friday: 8 A.M. (English)
Wednesday & Friday: 7 P.M. (Espafiol)
Saturday: 4 P.M. (English)
Confessions: 1/2 hour before each Mass.
Holy Hour/Adoration: Thursdays (all day)

Food Pantry
Drop off any non-perishable food items in the church or parish
hall bin. The following are food supplies we need to restock:

® Boxes of Spaghetti, 1 pound
® One pound bags of rice
® Bags of Ramen Noodles- (NO CUPS)

® Boxes of saltine crackers

THANK YOU
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Parish Chorus Practice
Thursdays at 6:00 pm
HeatherJCHiley@gmail.com

Heather Brown, Music Director
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Would you like to be an altar server?
Being an Altar Server, means serving God and God's people at
Mass. This liturgical ministry is open to those to who have made
their First Holy Communion.

Altar Servers assist the priest during Mass. There is no age limit
*kkkkkkkkkk

Homebound Ministry - Volunteers Needed
Provides a social connection to individuals who would benefit
from a visit from a fellow parishioner.
This ministry, through volunteer effort, visits residences, nursing
facilities and other home situations of parish members. Reasons
for visits range from providing spiritual support to a friendly
visit to someone who just wants to make a new friend.
The goal is to offer parishioners an encounter with other
parishioners to experience God's goodness through the
kindness of others. Any questions please contact:
officesma@charlestondiocese.org
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Weekly Collections
Feb. 15-16
Operating: $ 4105.00
B&G: $ 40.00
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Knights of Columbus
We are a Catholic men’s organization serving our parish and
community through donations of funds and time.
Anyone interested in finding out more can call Mike Massey at
864-314-3622.
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Women'’s Council
3rd Monday of the month - 5:30 P.M. Parish Hall
The Women Council is a ministry of service to the parish and

community. All women in the church are welcome.
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Men's Club
1st Wednesday of the month - 5:30 P.M. Parish Hall
The Men’s Club was organized as a fellowship for the men in the
parish. All men in the church are welcome.
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BIBLE STUDY
Please join us every Thursday from 10:00-11:00 am, beginning Janu-
ary 23, and continuing through Holy Thursday, April 17.

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace...”

Deepen your understanding of scripture as we journey through the
inspiring words of the St. Francis Peace Prayer. This Bible study will
connect each line of the prayer to scripture, Catechism teachings, and
wisdom from Church Fathers and Doctors of the Church, offering an
exploration of faith, forgiveness, and discipleship. All are welcome!

To receive the lesson plan ahead of each weekly session, please send
your contact information to charlie.ofs@gmail.com and include “Bible
Study” in the subject line.
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MESSAGE FROM SMA FINANCE COUNCIL

A copy of the Balance Sheet will be included in the bulletin four times a
year. The Finance Council meets quarterly and parishioners are wel-
come to attend any of the meetings. The next meeting is

Thursday February 27, 2025.
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
“Today, though the LORD delivered you into my grasp,
| would not harm the LORD’s anointed.” (1 Sm 26:23)

Psalm:
The Lord is kind and merciful. (Ps 103)

Second Reading:

Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one,
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly one.
(1 Cor 15:49)

Gospel:
"Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” (Jn Lk 6:36)

Excerpts from the Lectonary for Mass ©2001, 1088, 1970 CCO,
The English tassiation of Peavn Respontes from Loctionary for Mass © 1069, 1981, 1997,
Internations! Commussion on English in the Liturgy Corporation, AN rights ressrved

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Observances for the week of
February 23, 2025

Sunday: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Thursday: St. Gregory of Narek, Abbot and Doctor of
the Church

Next Sunday: 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Devotions, Explained!

Fasting was practiced by
righteous men and women of
the Old Testament and later
by Christ himself. It remains an
important part of the Christian
devotional life today, being
most strongly associated with
the penitential season of Lent.

Prayer of
Christian Life

Dear Jesus,

Help me to pray for and bless
everyone | encounter, whether
that be easy or hard. Help

me to act in the mercy | have
known through you. Help me
to demonstrate generosity, as
you have given so much to me.
Amen.
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Readings for the week of
February 23, 2025

Sunday:
1Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/
1Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38

Monday:
Sir 1:1-10/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Mk 9:14-29

Tuesday:
Sir 2:1-11/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40/
Mk 9:30-37

Wednesday:
Sir 4:11-19/Ps 119:165, 168, 171,172,174,
175/Mk 9:38-40

Thursday:
Sir 5:1-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mk 9:41-50

Friday:
Sir 6:5-17/Ps 119:12,16, 18, 27, 34, 35/
Mk 10:1-12

Saturday:
Sir 17:1-15/Ps 103:13-14, 15-16, 17-18/
Mk 10:13-16

Next Sunday:
Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 (see 2a)/
1 Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45

~

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 2001, 1088, 31970 CCD
The English trarslation of Psavn Respontes from Lectionaty for

Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Intemational Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation All rights réserved
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Worship & Meditation
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AN INHERITANCE OF
»

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

One of my favorite new singers/songwriters is Noah Kahan
I'm a little biased because, like me, he is originally from
Vermont. In a fine song entitled "Stick Season,” he sings of
his hope to “cancel out the darkness | inherited from dad.”
This lyric articulates his painful recognition of a dark spiritual
“inheritance” from his father, and his hope to be free of it. We
all inherit some degree of evil from our earthly forebears. It's
easy to feel doomed to repeat their darknesses.

But we're not so doomed, thank God. This week's Gospel
proclaims this. Whatever good or bad we received from our
parents, we have a more definitive and perfect inheritance in
God. Jesus commands us, “Be merciful just as your Father is
merciful” (Luke 6:36). We have a perfect Father in heaven and
are destined to inherit and reflect that perfect and merciful
love. We have an inheritance of light, not darkness, and

thus a whole new possibility of magnanimous love. Like any
inheritance, this is a free gift to us.

What are we destined to repeat? Not the darkness of our
earthly parents. We are destined to be a reflection of God’s
life. Jesus liberates us from the inevitability of repeating
whatever evils and imperfections are in our familial or cultural
upbringings. It's time to claim that perfect inheritance

- Father John Muir

7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME SLPi
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: It saddens me that Christians have somehow
gained this reputation as a people who judge, who condemn.
Today’s Gospel is an invitation for us to consider how we
engage with people who disagree with us — or maybe even
actively dislike us.

Judgment and Love
“Oh, well. I'm going to hell anyway, right?"

1 have a few family members and friends who are not
practicing Catholics who say this to me from time to time. It’s
always spoken in a teasing manner, with a wink and a shoulder
shrug, usually to explain away some sort of minor misbehavior
they feel guilty about.

It saddens me that Christians have somehow gained this
reputation as a people who judge, who condemn. I think in part
it stems from a misunderstanding on the part of unchurched
people (and lots of churched ones, too) regarding what
constitutes “judging.” It is absolutely not “judging” someone to
disagree with a personal decision, whatever that decision may
be, or to decline from participating in that decision. We all have
functioning consciences; we are all supposed to discern the
moral gocdness of any action before we take it.

But it is judging someone if we allow their decisions to impact
how we treat them.

Today’s Gospel is an invitation for us to consider how we
engage with people who disagree with us — or maybe even
actively dislike us. Much is said these days of the “culture
wars.” | certainly don't disagree that it can often feel like
you're fighting a war when you're trying to live as the Church
teaches. The forces against you often seem overwhelming and
nefarious. And guess what? They are.

But we need to remember who the enemy really is. The enemy
is not other children of God, even if they are children of God
who are actively promoting ideas that are wrong. Perhaps
these people are misguided and mistaken, Perhaps they are
misled by the devil. Have we not all been misled by him at
some point?

We must interact lovingly with people who think differently
and live differently from us. The Christian life absolutely
demands it.

— Coffeen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?

Catholic Life Explained
Question:

Is Ash Wednesday a holy day
of obligation?

Answer:

Despite the often packed
churches, you may be surprised
to hear that the answer is

no! Holy days of obligation
commemorate a particular
event (such as the birth

of Christ at Christmas) or
celebrate particular people
(such as Mary's Immaculate
Conception or the feast of

All Saints). Ash Wednesday

is a day of penance, fasting,
and abstinence to begin the
season of Lent. In a sense, it
focuses on a concept rather
than something particular and
concrete.

Of course, repentance ought
to be reflected in particular,
concrete ways! That's one of
the reasons that attending
Mass on Ash Wednesday is a
very good idea. It marks the
beginning of a solemn season
of penance. Despite all its
comparisons to the desert,
Lent can be very fruitful for our
spiritual growth! Beginning this
season with the celebration

of Mass and the reception

of ashes is a sign of our
commitment to God and to
spiritual growth.

7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



_I 21 missions
25 seminarians
',‘, 105 diocesan
* % A\ priests
85 youth ministry
programs
238 permanent
deacons

i

8 Catholic Charities
of SC locations

WHAT'S GOING ON AT SMA

95 parishes

32 schools

21 campus
ministries

PLEASE SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENTS BY WEDNESDAYS
12 NOON .

THEY WILL BE POSTED IN THAT SUNDAYS BULLETIN.
THANK YOU!
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~ SUNDAY MARCH 2
AFTER MASS

Prayer

Dear God, help me to love
other people the way you
love me.

Mission for the Week
When someone hurts
your feelings this week,
instead of getting even,
pray for that person.

Sharing the Gospel
Treat others the

way you want to be
treated. God doesn’t
want us to treat other
people the same

way they treat you.
Choose to be kind,
even when other
people are mean.
Choose to forgive,
even when someone
has hurt you.

Now color
the picture!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2

Kids Corner

Unscramble these words from today's Gospel:

b
good
bless
lvoe
gvie
ptyi
ldne
besls
godo
pary
rwrdea
knid
=
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pray lend
give reward
kind pity
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“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” - Lk 6:36

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. OLPi



