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Mission Statement

St. Mary of the Angels Catholic Church, Anderson SC was founded in 1943 by the Franciscans of the Holy
Name Province, New York. The intention then and today, was and is to, in the spirit of Jesus Christ and St.
Francis, minister in and with the African American Catholic community and to reach out to the African Ameri-
cans of Anderson County. Furthermore, all who come to St. Mary’s from whatever background and ethnicity
with a desire for Christian family will be regarded as brothers and sisters to us. We also see ourselves as

called to live in Gospel relationship to the alienated and the poor of this community.



The Holy Father’s prayer intention for the month of February 2026

For children with incurable diseases

Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases and their families receive the necessary medical care and support, never
losing strength or hope.

Mass Schedule Weekly Collections
Sunday: 9:00 am (English) 12:30 pm (Espafiol) January 31-February 1
Monday: No Mass Operating: $ 4,430

Tuesday: 4:00 pm (English)
Wednesday-Friday: 8:00 am (English) B&G: $ 145
Wednesday & Friday: 7:00 pm (Espafiol) Food Pantry: $ 500
Saturday: 4:00 pm (English)

Confessions: 1/2 hour before each Mass.

Holy Adoration: Thursdays after mormning Mass , Fridays 6-7 pm
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Knights of Columbus
We are a Catholic men’s organization serving our parish and community

Food Pantry through time and support of charitable organizations

Drop off any non-perishable food items in the church or parish hall

Anyone interested in finding out more can call Mike Massey at
864-314-3622.
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bin. The following are food supplies we need to restock:

® 1Lb.BagsofRice

® Boxes of Cereal Serves the growing Hispanic/Latino population by providing culturally
® Canned Fruit and linguistically appropriate pastoral care, fostering their engagement
e  Ramen Noodles and leadership in the Church, and welcoming them into the broader
Catholic community. Meetings are once a month on a Thursday. Meet-

ing dates will be announced.
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THANK YOU

Women'’s Council
3rd Monday of the month - 5:30 P.M. Parish Hall
The Women Council is a ministry of service to the parish and communi-
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Parish Chorus Practice

Thursdays at 6:00 pm ty. All women in the church are welcome.
HeatherJCHiIey@gmaiI.com Fedededdkdedddeddkddhddhhddkh
Heather Brown Men's Club

1st Wednesday of the month - 5:30 P.M. Parish Hall
The Men'’s Club was organized as a fellowship for the men in the par-
Prayer Warriors: ish. All men in the church are welcome.
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We are a group of parishioners who pray for you, your family, Bible Study Resumes January 22

and / or friends.

To join our faith filled ministry or to request prayer, please con-

From Exodus to Easter: Journey from Slavery to Freedom
tact Judy Hanson at 434-944-2636

Join us for a ten-week Bible study that traces God'’s saving work from
the Exodus to the Passion and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, using the

Prayer Intentions for this week:

. parables of Jesus to illuminate our own journey from bondage to free-
Renee Reid

dom. This study invites us to discover how God liberates His people and
Roy Mack forms them in faith. Rooted in Scripture and Tradition, the sessions will

Rod and Iva Fernandez help us recognize our modern “Egypts,” grow in trust during life's wil-

) derness moments, and prepare our hearts for Easter renewal. This study

Susan Wicker is well suited for Lent and for anyone seeking deeper conversion and

Alisha Rambos lasting spiritual freedom.

Lynette Casey We will meet in the Guadalupe Room of the Parish Hall on Thursdays
oTF 10:00-11:00 a.m. from January 22 through April 2.
Jean Gillison (We will not meet on February 12.)

Goerge
Babies Francesca and Becket



Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your wound shall quickly be healed, {Is $8:8)

Psalm:
The just man is a light in darkness to the upright. (Ps 112)
Or Alleluia

Second Reading:
When | came to you, brothers and sisters,
proclaiming the mystery of God,
| did not come with sublimity of words or of wisdom.
For | resolved to know nothing while | was with you
except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. (1 Cor 2:1-2)

Gospel:

"You are the light of the world.

A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden

Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel
basket.” (Mt 5:14-15)

Excerpts from the Loctonary for Mass 2000 1558, 1970 CCD

I'ne English trarsiation of Psan Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997

International Commession an English in the Liturgy Corporaticn, All rights resarved

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Salt without flavor is no longer salt. Light

that illuminates nothing is no longer light. As

Christians, we must be what we peen
made to be. So think about |
stanc vou and being

made to be

Observances for the week of
February 8, 2026

Sunday: Sth Sunday in Ordinary Time;
World Marriage Day
Tuesday: St. Scholastica, Virgin
Wednesday: Our Lady of Lourdes
Saturday: Sts. Cynil, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop;

Valentine’s Day
Next Sunday: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Virtues, Explained!

In baptism, the Holy Spirit gives
us the sanctifying grace of
justification — the ability to grow
in goodness through an increase
in moral virtue (CCC 1266).
Baptism, therefore, disposes us
toward goodness.

Blessing of Mission

Bless us on our way, O Lord.
Share with us as we share with
others.

Heal us as we help others to heal.
Provide for us as we open our
hands in charity.

Every gift comes from You.

You are at the heart of all that is
good.

Share that goodness with us
today. abundantly.

Amen.

cLPi SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2026 FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Readings for the week of
February 8, 2026

Sunday:
Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/1 Cor 2:1-5/
Mt 513-16

Monday:
1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/Ps 132:6-7, 8-10/
Mk 6:53-56

Tuesday:

| Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/Ps 84:3, 4, 5 and 10,

1/Mk 7:1-13

Wednesday:
1 Kgs 10:1-10/Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40/
Mk 7:14-23

Thursday:
1 Kgs 11:4-13/Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37 and
40/Mk 7:24-30

Friday:
1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13,
14-15/Mk 7:31-37

Saturday:
1 Kags 12:26-32; 13:33-34/Ps 106:6-7ab,
19-20, 21-22/Mk 8:1-10

Next Sunday:

Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5,17-18, 33-34/
1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-22a,
27-28, 33-34a, 37

-
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©£2000, 19088, 31970 CCD

The English t1arsiation of Psavn Respontes from Lectionaty for

Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International

the Liturgy Corporation All rights résonved

Lon on English in

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2026

Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

| recently learned why zebras have stripes. Scientists
used to think it was for camouflage, but new research
suggests something more interesting: the stripes help
zebras blend in with one another. When a predator
locks at a herd, the overlapping stripes make it hard

to single out one animal. But if a researcher spray-
paints a dot on just one zebra, predators lock on it and
eventually attack. The lesson? In the wild, blending in is
protection. Standing out can be dangerous.

Human beings are not so different. Most of us would
rather blend in than stand out, especially when it comes
to our faith. We know that giving bold witness to Jesus
— through our words, values, or public choices — can
make us targets for criticism, isclation, or judgment,
That's why Jesus' words in today’s Gospel are so
challenging: “You are the light of the world. A city set
on a mountain cannot be hidden” (Matthew 5:14),

A city on a hill draws attention. It also draws fire. But
that's part of the cost of discipleship. Jesus doesn’t call
us to be tribal or boastful. He calls us to stand in the
open with humble confidence, so that people might see
our good deeds and glorify our Father in heaven, Today,
let's ask for the courage not just to believe in Christ, but
to be seen believing in him,

- Father John Muir

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME cLPi
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: The greatest saints in history were not great at
holiness. The greatest saints in history were great at being who
they were meant to be.

Beo Salty
1 want you to close your eyes. Are they closed? (I'm serious.)
Okay. Now think of the greatest saint in history.

| don't care who you're thinking of. It's going to be different for
everyone. Just think of that person. Think of his or her life. And
answer the question: Why is he or she a great saint?

You're all thinking of different people, but the answer is the
same for everyone. And it's not "Because he did great things
for God” or "Because she sacrificed everything she had for the
poor.” Those answers show evidence of the reason. But the
reasen is something more.

The greatest saints in history were not great at holiness. God
brought holiness about within them because (ding ding ding!
Here's the answer!) the greatest saints in history were great at
being who they were meant to be.

Not who they wanted to be. Not who they thought they should
be. Who they were meant to be.

Simply put, they gave themselves to God. All of themselves.
Flaws and all. And God took them, in their totality, and said:
“Now watch this.”

Just imagine if salt was ashamed of being salty. Imagine if

it looked at the sodium content on its nutrition label and
thought, "That's embarrassing,” and decided it was going to
stop being salt. Well, great. Now it's just a box of tiny rocks.

Wouldn't it have been better for the salt to trust the baker
using it?

There is a plan for each of us. There is a path to holiness

for each of us. This path doesn't bypass our flaws or our
weaknesses; it incorporates them. It transforms them., It fulfills
them.

So be salty. Be who you were meant to be.

— Colfeen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

Are near-death experiences real?

Answer:

There is a lot of curiosity and fascination
with the idea of an aftetlife and
communicating with those who have died.
In movies, television shows, and numerous
books, people make claims about their
ability to communicate with the dead,

or having had a near-death experience.
There is no objeclive way to verily any

of this. While details about people and
events can be surprisingly accurate, it is
Just circumstantial evidence that might be
explained in other ways.

On the other hand, when people have
unusual experiences, sometimes called
near-death or cut-of-body, it is real to
them. They react with the emotions and
thoughts that one would expect. At times,
they report details they could not have
known any other way, such as bits of
conversation, or meeting people they had
never known in this life. So certainly, to
the person, they experience something
We telieve in a life after death, we believe
in the communion of saints, These things
are not a contradiction to faith, but we
should not base our faith on them, nor
change our beliefs, They are unexplained
and will likely remain so.

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Via Fidelis, the faithful way, is the way of the Lord Jesus. As he said, “I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (Jn 14:6). Each of
us who have been baptized in the mystery of Jesus Christ have been chosen and are invit-
ed to walk the faithful way with the Lord. He tells us: “It was not you who chose me, but I
who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever
you ask the Father in my name he may give you” (Jn 15:16).

2026

Catechesis

Grow deeper in the knowledge of our Church's teachings
to discover how we can be more like Christ.

Christology

2026: Understand the Faith. In our second year, we will focus on refreshing our
knowledge of the faith as a diocesan family, which will also clarify our shared mis-
sion. Once we make an effort to understand our beliefs, we will be more equipped to
explain it to others who want to learn more about the profound mysteries of faith.



Prayer

Lord, let me be a light that
teaches others about your

goodness and mercy.

Mission for the Week

| will show others how to

get to heaven by my words

and actions.
(Song: This little light of

mine, I'm gonna let it shine.)

Sharing the Gospel

Look around you at night

in the dark. You can not
see much. Then turn on

a flashlight, Now you can
tell where to walk without
bumping into things. God

wants you to be a ray of
light. He wants you to

show others his goodness

and healing power. God

wants you to warn others
about evil. God wants you

to lead others to heaven
by your words and
actions.

Now color
the picture!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2026

Kids Corner

ture name begins with this letter?
» picture that starts with that sou
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SAINT MARY OF THE ANGELS

AsH WEDNESDAY
MARKS THE BEGINNING
OF LENT

AsH WEDNESDAY IS A SOLEMN
REMINDER OF OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY,
MARKING THE START OF LENT. IT'S A DAY
TO REFLECT, SEEK FORGIVENESS, AND
EMBARK ON A PATH OF SELF-DISCIPLINE
AND PRAYER. LET THIS DAY INSPIRE US
TO GROW IN FAITH AND COMPASSION,

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY |8™

()

96 parishes 20 missions
8:00 aM ENGLISH
5:30 PM ENGLISH
-|- A ; 2 7:00 PM SPANISH
/]
e 109 diocesan 16 campus
30 seminarians priests ministries
T 0)
85 youth ministry 246 permanent 8 (atholic Charities
programs deacons of SC Locations

BLACK "
CATHOLIC &
HERITAGE ©::
CELEBRATION

FEB 13 | 5:30-8:30 PM
FEB 14 | 8:30 AM-4:30 PM

St. Patrick Church Pastoral Center
127 St. Philip Street
CELEBRATING A LEGACY Charleston, SC 29403
OF LEADERSHIP:
“We’ve come this far by faith”
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BROTHER KNIGHTS AND FAMILIES

SRD DEGREE

EXEMPLIFICATICSN
. FEREMONY |

Jou'[ migy if

'GRATEFUL FOR YOUR YES . #
WELCOME & CONGRATS! J~

Bishop Jacques Fabre-Jeune, CS will be the
celebrant for the 4:30pm Mass on Saturday

SPEAKERS: Dr. Michael Martocchio
Dr. Tonya M. Matthews

Dr. Marcus S. Cox

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact Katie Breeden:
(843) 723-6066
kbreeden@charlestondiocese.org

https://bit.ly/blackcatholicheritagecelebration

REGISTRATION

$25 for Adults O}
Youth (12-17) are FREE!

NDERSON S.C

Register Here Book Hotel




FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

TOUR LIGH

MUS

SHINE.

MATTHEW 5:16




